LEARNING ASSISTANCE SERVICE

Collaborative Learning
Study with a partner or study group:
1. At the very least, this will make learning math more pleasurable. Choose someone with which you feel comfortable. Set up a schedule of meeting times. Keep these appointments.
2. If you expect your partner or group to tutor you, think again! You need to come to these study sessions having already done your homework -at least up to the point that you get stuck on a problem. Be prepared to contribute to the group -your viewpoint or way of thinking about doing math may be helpful to someone else.
3. If you are working in a group, rotate roles so that each member assume some leadership for setting meeting times, keeping on task, writing the report, etc.
4. Email counts as meeting time, but it doesn't replace some face-to-face interaction.
5. It is never acceptable to hand in group work as individual work. Even if you solved the problem together, each member of the group is responsible for understanding the solution and being able to replicate it.
6. Collaboration and cooperation in learning are two different approaches to group work. a. Collaborative groups share responsibility for learning and the goal is to have all members of the group understand the full problem and its solution. Students come to group meetings having worked individually on the assignment and willing to share understandings. b. Cooperative groups divide the processes of a task and come together to produce a final product.
7. Don't forget to include your instructor or TA in your study partnering. They are the math experts; use their expertise.
